
 

 

 

 

HANOVER HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the Hanover Hockey Association Board Meeting 

March 10, 2009 

 

In attendance:  Steve Bensen, Jonathan Bynum, Tammy Coffin, Stuart Gordon, Aimee 

Goodwin, Charlie Hackett, Randy Hill, Sharon Ikeda, Steve McAllister, John 

Montgomery, Thomas Oppel, Kathy Peters, and Mike Wagner. 

 

Absent:  John Elliott, Elizabeth Gardner, Jeff Graham, Betsy Knights, Ann Malenka, 

Scott Peters, Mark Tecca, and Kim Whalen. 

 

Guests: Dan French, Bill Miles, and Jackson Oppel. 

 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:37 p.m. 

 

Thomas Oppel introduced his son, Jackson, a member of the Hanover Wild Mite Green 

team, which won the Tier II NH State Championship for the second straight year.  

Jackson showed the Board his trophy and thanked the association for giving him and his 

teammates the opportunity to play. 

 

1. Secretary’s Report 

There was a motion by Kathy Peters, seconded by Randy Hill, to accept the minutes.  The 

motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 

2. New Business 

End of year follow up:  John Montgomery asked if there were issues now that the season 

was wrapping up.   

 

Tom raised three issues:  First, he asked that the board be given an update on the situation 

regarding proposals for another sheet of ice in the Upper Valley at the next meeting, 

something John said Scott Peters should be able to provide.   

 

Second, Tom suggested that as board members recruit other potential board members that 

perhaps we should also be focused on recruiting coaches.  Steve Bensen agreed although 

he added that he thought it was important not just to focus on parent coaches, but also tap 



the potential of non-parent hockey players and former hockey players who might be 

interested.  Bill Miles also suggested that perhaps Dartmouth students might be a source 

of help. Steve said he hadn’t had much success in recruiting former Dartmouth hockey 

players, but said perhaps creating more clinic-like programs involving several HHA 

teams, much like the Dave Reece clinics, might work.   

 

Third, Tom also asked the status of planning for some form of banner or other 

recognition of HHA achievements at Campion.  Kathy noted that the board had approved 

a banner and that it was in process.  The banner will also have room for future additions. 

 

Nominations Committee:  John noted that the board year ends in June, when the current 

board will have to vote on new members to replace departing members.  He proposed a 

nominations committee composed of Scott Peters, John Montgomery and Kathy Peters.  

Their first duty will be to determine who on the current board is planning on staying on 

and what roles they might like to fill.  He said the nominations committee will be in touch 

with current members to determine their status and then will begin to meet to discuss 

possible new members.  John said all their meetings will be open and announced to the 

board so that interested members might attend. 

 

Sharon Ikeda moved to approve the nominations committee as proposed and Randy 

seconded the motion, which was adopted unanimously. 

 

John said several people had expressed interested, including Girls U12 coach Mark 

Brisson; Dave Peters, who has expressed interest in helping with coaching coordination; 

Mark Meyerose, who has expressed interest in learning scheduling; and Dan French. 

Charlie Hackett and Aimee Goodwin both said they had potential names for the board to 

consider as well. 

 

Pee Wees:  The board had a long discussion about an initiative by Joe Asch to create a 

select team for Pee Wees that would potentially take away HHA players from our 

association.  As part of this discussion, the issue of consolidating with Lebanon and 

Hartford was raised again. 

 

John noted that Hanover had debated consolidation several times, but had always turned 

down a broad merger of the full programs because of differences in programs, styles, 

management and hockey philosophy.  He noted that individual team consolidations, such 

as at the Midget and Mite levels, had worked in the past.  He suggested that it was 

probably time to at least discuss a merger again.  Tammy Coffin asked how we might 

reach consensus about a merger and John said that perhaps the best way was through 

individual teams.  Tom asked what would be different now if consensus hadn’t been 

reached after successful experiments with the Mites and Midgets.  Mike Wagner said that 

while there was broad agreement with the goals of a merger, the details keep getting in 

the way, such as fundraising, coaching, tryouts, and fees.  He also asked whether an 

initiative such as this was consistent with the mission and goals of HHA. 

 



John said that it might be time to raise the issue of merger again with the Upper Valley 

Hockey Association to see if they might consider something less than an “all or nothing” 

approach.  He also said the Asch proposal raised the need for HHA to have a Pee Wee 

advocate to talk to HHA Pee Wee parents and help facilitate communication with them 

and to promote the HHA program.  He said he would put this item on the agenda for the 

next meeting. 

 

3. Operations 
Registration:  Sharon noted that the pre-registration process except for payments is now 

on line.  As of the March meeting, she estimated that 30 percent of travel players had 

registered, including a couple of new Bantams.  Of those who had registered online, she 

estimated 30 percent of those had sent in their checks.  She noted that for Pee Wees there 

are 22 returning players and 25 moving up from Squirts.  Of those, four are goalies, but 

there are also ten to 11 girls.  Sharon also noted that there is only one goalie moving up to 

Squirts from Mites. 

 

Finance:  Mike said he remains confident in his estimate that we should end the year 

with about a $20,000 surplus.  He said there were a few things that might move that 

number slightly, but nothing that would change his view that we should try to hold the 

line on fees.  He’ll close the books on April 1. 

 

Scheduling:  Steve McAllister said he thought scheduling overall for the year was good.  

He noted that he believed there was not a single 6 a.m. practice at Hartford for any HHA 

team. 

 

Coaching:  Steve had no issues to report. 

 

Initiation programs:  Charlie said the initiation programs had a solid year and great 

numbers to feed into the Travel and Wild Mite programs.  He said it looked like there 

would again be two Travel Mite teams and a solid Wild Mite program as well. 

 

Fundraising:  John Elliott wasn’t present, but Mike said the net from the comedy night 

fundraiser was about half of the $8,500 that had been hoped for. 

 

Parent Coordinator:  There was nothing to report in Elizabeth’s absence. 

 

Girls’ Programs:  There was nothing to report. 

 

State Delegates:  Mike said positive things about divisional split for Tier III Mites and 

offered to email the state Mite Vice President about the positive reaction to this plan.  

 

Communications:  Tom noted that our web site domain was coming up for renewal and 

that we needed to secure our domain ownership, which had been owned by another 

individual.  We are working on solving that problem.  The group also discussed 

congratulating all our teams and the need to get news items from teams that we might put 

on the website. 



 

Dan French, who has been working on the Wild Mite program, offered his thanks to the 

board and said he thought the program was going very well.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

 


